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THE 


PREFACE. 


Ince the Following Sheets were in the 
Preſs, ſome Letters from. France adviſe, 
. "that the King of France has ſaluted bis Grand- 
ſon the Duke D'Anjou, as King of Spain. 
| Some People who are of the moſt Intelligent 
Part of Mankind think He has done ſo by 
way of Politicks, to ſee how the reft of Europe 
will reſent it ; as He once did in a like Caſe, to 
the Prince of Conti as King of Poland ; whoſe 
Pretenſrous Fle did not think fit to po 
The Author therefore thinks t _ 
Sheets are as much to the purpoſe as they were 
before; and without any farther recommendation 
refers the Reader to the peruſal, 
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THE 


Two Great Queſtions 
CONSIDE RD. 


E are told, That the Deceaſed King of 

Spain has by his lat Will, beſtow'd 

his Kingdoms on: the Duke D'Anjou, 
Grandſon to the Preſent King of France. 

Amongſt the many weak Actions of that Effemi- 
nate Prince, who hardly ever did a Wile One, This is 
the moſt Ridiculous; if ic be proper to give ſuch an 
Epithet to the Actions of Sovereign Princes. 

1, To imagine the Moſt Chriſtian King wou'd 
give any Regard to, or put any Value upon ſuch a 
Bequeſt, any farther than conſiſted with his other 
Meaſures, or at leaſt with his Intereſt ; muſt be a/Folly 
none could be guilty of, but ſuch as know very little 
of the King. of France, or of the Aﬀairs of Europe. * 

2. To Pink that the Reſt of the Princes of Chriſten- 
dom, wou'd ſuffer the Spaniſh Monarchy to be bequeath'd. 
by Will co a French Man, without any Title or other 
Right than the Deed of Gift of the late King, and: 

without 
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L 23 
withont any Regard to the Right of the Lawful 
Pretenders, is alſo molt Egregious Nonſence. 

To make way therefore, tothe Caſe in hand, and 
come at the Queſtions before us with more Clearnels ; 
ris neceſſary ro Examine the- Nature, and probable 
Conſequences -of this Laſt Will aad Teſtament of 
the King of Spain. | 
' 1. Asto the Nature of the Thing, it ſeems to be 
a Tacit Invitation to all the Competitors to a Dan- 

erous anda Bloody War ; as if the King of Spain 
ſhou'd have ſaid to his Privy Council, I'll be yes 
venged on them all for attempting to divide our Dowiniass ; far 
Tl give it to One that has no Tutle, let the Reſt fight Yor it, 
and the longeſt Sword take all 

As to the Duke D' 4njou, he has no Manner of Title, 
but what is preſumptive on the [Death of his Father and 
Blder Brother withoue -Iffue ; if they ſhould have 
Childrenthe Emperor of Morocco has as good, and per- 
haps a betrer Title tothe: Crown of Spain than He, 

The Dauphin of France has an Unqueſtion'd Ticle 
to the Crown of Spain, -if ic be True, that the Re- 
nunciation made by his Father and Mother at the Pyre- 
mean Treaty ; cannot bind the Children ſo as to de- 
prive them of their Right,: which is the great Argu- 
ment now -us'd to defend their Title : Now if their 
Right be good the Crown is the Dauphin's, and after 
him cthe-Duke of Bergundy's and his Heirs ; and De. 
Davenant may iſpare himſelf the Labour of Wtiting a 
long Diſcourſe to defend che Dauphin's Title;for we will 


grant 
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grant he has an Uindoubred Right. of Succeſſion. . 

- But I ſhouw'd be glad re have it anſwer'd, how the 
Duke D'Anjou can have a Title while che ocher are 
alive ? It cannot be inthe Power of the Dauphin ro lay, 
F will give my Right ro my Second Son, for do 
not think ic worth my while to accept ot. ic for my 
felf or my Eldeſt. Becauſe, | 

2. The Contequence of chat will inall Probability 
be this, that the Duke of Burgundy's Son when he has 
"One will fay again, My Grandfather bad no Power 
to give away my Right, I am the Undoubtred Heir 
to the Spaniſh Monarchy, and (o no Queſtion; he will 
be if the preſent Dauphin hasa Right; and if Power 
be in his Hands to ſubdue it, he will have it, tho' the 
Poſſefion be his' Uncle's ; for Crowns know no- 
Uncles, Brothers, or any. Relations ; when Power 
of Poſleffion joyn'd with Right is before them. 

So that the King of France cannot bur ſee; . that to 
take the Crown of Spain from the Will and Teſtamene 
of the late King, is Diſclauming the Right of his own 
Son and Involving his Grandſons in Bloody Wars; the 
Mlue of which a Wiſer Head than His cannoe forele. 
This leads me to Conſider 


The Firſt Que tion, A 
What Meaſures the King of France will take, with reſpe# 
to the Succeſſion of the Spaniſh Monarchy ? 


By ſaying what Meaſures he will take, _—_ 
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what He will in all a9 wang take, or what his Ia- 
tereſt will lead him to take; tor I ſuppoſe, no Man 
will imagine I am of his Privy Council. 

To debate this Matter, 'tis neceſſary to conſider the 
King of France, with reſpe&t to the Terms He ſtands in 
with the reſt of Europe. 

If the King of France were Abſolute Maſter of his 
own Meaſures, and had no Leagues or Neighbours 


to regard; there is no Queſtion to be made, but that 


rejecting all Conditions, he would immediately enter 
upon the Dominions of Spain as his own undoubted 
Inheritance, or at leaſt his Sons; annex the ſame 
to the Crown of France and make it one Entire Empire, 
and any-Manelſe wou'd de the like. 

Bur as He has Meaſuresto take wich Powerful Neighs 
bours, who'as Potent as He is, are able to give him Di- 
verſion enough; and if He ſhou'd embroil himſelf with 
them, may make it a Hazard whether he ſhould ob- 
tain it or no; He is too Wile a Prince not to fee that 
his Intereſt will .Oblige him to a& in Concert with 
his Neighbours. as far as conveniently He can. 

The Truth of this Argument is abundantly con- 
firm'd in the Meaſures He took, and the Alliances He 
made before the Neath. of the King of Spain. 

They who thittk the King of France ſo Mag- 
nipotent that He values none of his Neighbours, and 
talk fo. big of him, that like His Medal-makers they 
place him among the Invincibles; nwſt have forgor 
the Siege of - Namure, and the: Vain Effort of the 


Power 
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Power of France to relieve it; they mult 'paſs over 
his Deſerting che Late, and Acknowledging the Preſent 
King of England at the Peace of Reſwick ; they muſt 
overlook the low Steps he was oblig'd to make,to draw 
the Duke of Savoy from the Confederacy, how he 
was unable to ſave Caſall, which coſt him ſo much Moe 
ney; how he delivered the Impregnable Town of 
Pigneroll, which his Father call'd the Right Hand of 
France, and which coſt him 100 Millions to fortifie ; 
how he married the Fortune of France to a Daugh- 
ter of Savoy without a Portion, and bought the 
Duke of Savoy at the Price of his Grandſon's Diſho- 
nour; how he ſurrendred the large Dominions of 
Lorrain and Luxemburgh, and above 100 Fortified 
Towns to the Contederates, which though he were 
always Maſter of the Field, wou'd colt him Seven 
Years to recover by the Ordinary Courſe of Sieges 
and Attacks. 

Thele are plain Demonſtrations, that he found him- 
ſelf over-match'd by the Confederacy ; and he is not 
2 Man of lo lictle Sence, as not to know ir. 

Why elle in- the League now made for the Par- 
tition of the Spaniſh Monarchy, ſhou'd he content hims- 
ſelf with the Dominion the Spaniards had in Italy, 
and quit the Delicious Morſel of America to the Houle 
of Auſtria. 

What Reaſon can any one align for it, but that 
finding the Engliſh and Dutch never to be brought 
to coaſent, to his being fo very powerful at Sea, as 

B that 
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that Addition wou'd make him ; he was willing to 
accept fo large a Portion as the [ta/:an Part affign d 
ro him upon Eafte Terms, rather than venture like 
the Dog in the Fable, to loole all by covetiag too 
much, | 

Upon theſe Terms therefore, in Conſent with the 
Engliſh and Dutch, his Moſt Cl.riſtian Majeſty has 
agreed, that on the Deceale of the King of Spain 
| the Spainſh Monarchy ſhould be thus divided, 

All the Dominions which the Spamards poſfeſs in 
Ttaly to be given to the French, Millan excepted, which 
is to be given to the Duke of Lorran in Conſlidera- 
tion of the Dutchies of [,orrain and Barr, which are 
to be yielded to the French, and all the reſt ſome 
few Towns on the Frontiers of Navarr excepted, to 
be given to the Arch-Duke of Auſtria, with other 
Particulars needleſs to repeat. 

This League being Concluded, the King of Spain 
(as if he had linger d our his Days only "till ic was 
thus fix'd,) dyes according to our Account on the 
22, Oftober lalt. | 

The Spaniard on pretence, that they wou'd not 
have their Monarchy divided, and taking no Notice 
at all, of the Right of any Prince to ſucceed ; has 
made a Legacy -vt his Kingdoms, and given them all 
away tp the Duke D* Anjou, a Prince who has no more 
Right to it, or Prerence of Right, except as before, than 
the Prince of Wales or the Czar of 'Muſcevy. : 

Now 'tis a Mighty Diſputed Point among onr Pol: 


ticians, 


TFH 


ticians, what the King of France will do in this New 
Junfture of Aﬀairs, whether He will ſtand by che 

Partition agreed on, or accept of the late King of 
Spain's Bounty, and take the Kingdom as a Gitr to 
his Grandſon. 

What He will do, as is before noted, cannot poſi- 
tively be aſſerted ; bur what Reaſon the State and Na- 
ture of the Thing, and his own Undoubted Intereſt wilt 
dictate, to be done by any Prince in his Circumſtances, 
any one may judge. 

If He be the ſame King of Fra'ce that He has always 
been, who has very rarely took falſe Meaſures, or 
baulkr his own Intereſt, it He be guided by the ſame 
well-mannag'd Council as he us'd to be, He will cer- 
tainly adhere to the Poſculata of his Alliance,and quiet- 
ly accept the Partition of*the Spaniſh Monarchy, as it is 
agreed in the before-mention'd League. For, 

By this Acquilition of Italy He ſecures to Himlelf che 
whole Abſolute Dominion of the Mediterranean Sea; He 
entirely excludes the Houle of Auſtria from any farther 

Concern in Italy, He has the Church ſo abſolutely in his 
Clutches, that He may make himſelf Pope if He chinks 
fit; and whenever He is pleas'd to be diſpleas'd with the 
Petty Princes of Tuſcany, Parma,, Modena, Mantua, &C. 
He can blow them away with the Breath of his Mouth, 
they ſhall lay down their Prineipallicies at his Invincible, 
Feer, and count-it more an Honour to be call'd Princes of 
the Blood or Þ eers of France, than-to-be Abſolute Lords 
of their own Dominions, So He ſhall whenever He 
WS - thinks 
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thinks fir, re-eſtabliſh the Old Kingdom of the Lom- 
bards, and annex it to the Title of Fraice and Navarr, 

And all this without the Expence ot Treaſure or Ha- 
zard of his Armies, without fituog our a Heer, or fight- 
ing at Sea or on Shore; the Engliſh and: Dutc) being 
aſſiſtant ro put him into the Fotleon of it, 

If the Emperor ſhou'd be lo weak to opp:le Him, 
He muſt ſtand upon his own Leggs, and in the preſent 
Circumſtance, his Power does not leem formidable 
enough to make the Matter doubtful. 

And now we are come to mention the Emperor, let 
us ſay a Word or Twoto thole Gentlemen, who in his 
behalf ſpeak big and lay, he is able to baffle all theſe 
Meaſures. | | 

Firſt, They tell you, how powerful the Empire now 
is by the Acquiſition of the Kingdom of 1ungary, and 
the moſt advantagious Pcace with the Tirk. 

They tell you his Imperial Majeſty has an Army of 
i120 Thouſand Men, belides the Troops of the Circles 
which are 80 Thouland more ;that of theſe 5o Thou- 
ſand lye ready on the Confines of Italy, and all the reſt 
of his Forces are drawing down to the Rhine, that the 
Duke of Frandenburgh on Condition of being made King 
of Pruſſia will joyn him with all his Forces; tharthe 
Duke of. Lunenburgh on account of the Ninth Eleftorate, 
will maintain 3o Thouſand Men at his own Charge, 
and thus all the Princes of Italy are on his {1de. 

By theſe they tell you,the Emperor will immediately 
on the one ſide ſecure Italy, and on the other fide _ 
uch 
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ſuch a Vigorous Diverſion on the Kire, that the King 
of France tall have Work enough to ſccure his own Do- 
minions, while in the mean time the Arch-Duke Charles 
{hall be ſcncinto Spam, where the Spaniards who natural- 
ly hate the French, will immediately proclaim him King, 
| Thoſe are great Things indeed, and if the Emperor 
be ſo ſtrong,he may cur out a great deal of Work for the 
Confederates, and ] 11 ſuppole, the Emperor ſhould be 
{o blind ro his own Interelt as to attempr it, yer it ſeems 
not at ali probable, that his [mperial Majeſty who has 
hardly been able co fupport himlelt chis War, in Con- 
junction with the whole Confederacy of Ewope, ſhould 
imagine himlelt capable of putting a Check to the 
Power of France, in Conjunction with England and Hol- 
lzid ; for whatever he might do in Tealy and on the 
Rhine, he would never be able co defend Spam and Flan- 
ders if he really had them in Poſleſſion. 

Firſt, Flanders which has always been maintain'd by 
the ConjunCtion of the Dutch, would immediately be en- 
tred by the Dutch on one l1de,and the Frenchon the other; 
and mult fall into their hands with little difficulty. 

Secondly, Spain cou'd never hold out againſt che 
French by Land, aſlifted with the Naval Forces of the 
Engliſh and Dutch by Sea,the Iſlands of the Mediterranean 
muſt \ubmit co the Maſters of the Sea,and 4mericawould 
lye like che Golden Garland to the Wreſtlers, to be given 
ro the Conquerors. 

No Man can imagine, but the Emperor, to whoſe 
Son ſo Conſiderable a Dominion is allotted, will accept 

the 
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of che Partition for his Part,eſpecially when he ſees how 
impoſſible it will be tro make better Conditions by force. 
What the Engliſh and Dutch are to do, if he ſhould ; 
remains to be debated under another Head, 

I'll now ſuppoſe that which to me {cems very unlike- 
ly, That the King of France ſhould acceptof this Legacy, 
and claim the Crown of Spain for his Grandſon the 
Duke D' 4njou, and attempt to ſet up that Ridiculous 
Title of a Laſt Will and Teſtament, as the Founda- 
tion of his Pretenſ10n. 

Let us Calmly conſider the Conſequences, 

1. He inevitably renews the War with the whole 
Confederacy, that Peace which coſt Him ſo much to 
procure is immediately broken, upon the firſt Inva- 
ſion. He makes on the Territories of Spam, who are 
a Branch of the Confederacy. 

'2. He renews the War under in{uperable Diſad- 
vantages, ſuch asare infinitely greater than He lay un- 
der befoxe, and ſuch as. loudly tell che World, He ne- 
ver will venture to fight the whole Confederacy again. 
Viz The Multicade of ſtrong Towns and Cities 
which he ſurrendred. to; the. Confederates, which are 
a ſufficient Guarantee of the: Peace, and the Diffe- 
rent Caſe' of the Emperor, who is more than "twice 
what he was the laſt War, by his Peace. with the 
Turks,. | 

3. If He ſhould make the Duke D'"A4you King, 
France. would. really get nothing by the Bargain for 
in. One Age the: Race. would. be all Spaniards again ; 
Nay 
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Nay, in a few Years Property wou'd prevail, and 
he wou'd no more let his Brother the Dake of Bur- 
giundy when King of France encroxch upon” hit, 
than the late King of Spain wou'd the prelenr Kin 
of Fraice; We do not want Inſtances in the World, 
that latereit baniſhes all the ' Ties of Nation and 
Kindred, when the Duke D Amou had been King of 
Spain forme tim?, he would look upon Spam to! be 
his Own, his Native, his Peculiar, and- be as far 
from ſubjeRting himſelf ro France, becauſe - he ' was 
bora there; as it he had never feen ir: Poffibly 
he might be willing to join Intereſt with France, 
and ir may be join Forces 'upont ' Occafion';;_ bur*+ it 
mult be where the lntereſt of the twh Nations did 
not claſh then, and that is almoſt no whete, bur 
if ever Frayce encroach upon him, | ſhe won'd Rnd 
him King of Span not Duke D* 4njou, 94, it 
So that all the King of France cou'd 'get- by ac 
cepting the Crown of Spain, would be a- little pre- 
{ent Sarisfaftion, to ſee a Son of the Houſ& of 
Bourbon on the Spwiiſh - Thro1e, but as Kings af 
France he wou'd not be One Farthing the berer for 
it. 
But this wonld not be all as is before noted; bre 
wheneyer the” prefent” Duke ' of Burgundy comes-to 
Enjoy the Crown of "France, it will in all Proba- 
bility be an Erernal Cauſe of Conrention berween 
them : .For if the Family of France thas 'any Titte 
to' Spain "tis in the Eldeſt Son of the Family, _ 
| racre 
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there can be no Colour of a Title in the Second 
Son while: the Eldeſt is alive, bur what is founded 
either in the Gift of the One King or the Other. 

' As to the Gift of the Dauphin to his Second Son 
the firſt being alive, it cannot be valid; for he has 
no Power to give away what is his Son's by Inhe- 
zItance, nor can no more give the Crown of Spain 
trom him than the Crown of France ; if Gifc could 
be pleaded, the Grandfather gave ic away from 
them all before they were born : Nay, If the Duke 
of Burgundy ſhould conlent to ir, His Children if 
ever he has any, will declare, he had nothing to 
do to give away their Right, any more than the 
preſent;King of France had Power to give away the 
Right of the Dauphin; for ſince the Deficiency of 
that Action in its own Nature is the whole Ground 
of the Dauphin's Tile now, it will directly deſtroy 
the. Title of:the Duke D* Anjou, for what is a good 
Argument for him cannot be a bad One againſt 
\. As to the Gift of the Defun&t King of Spain, [ 
ſee nothing in it to build a Pretence of Right on ; 
If He had bequeath'd ic to the Right Heir, I preſume, 
he: wou'd not, have thought: his Tile. one jor the 
better for it. And if he had bequeath'd it to the Grand 
Seignior, the. King of France wou'd 'nor have thought 
his. Title the worſe for it: So that it ſignifies juſt 
.nothing at all. . | 2d Howl, © 

bas celire;? © 1, We 


[13 ] 
Wa come now to 4 grand Queſtion pro- 
oled 
; Queſt. 2. What Meaſures the Engliſh oughy 
to take in this JunAure. 

The Anſwer muſt be in T wo Parts. 

1. Suppoling the French King adheres to 
the Partition agreed upon by the League 
before-mentioned. 

2. Suppoling the French King for” Reaſons 
which we know not ſhould think fit to quit 
the Treaty, and puſh for the whole on the 
Pretence of a Will made by the King of Spain. 

"Tis confeſs'd England, ſince her Troops are 
broke, and her "R. more divided in Iem- 
per than 'twas hopd they wou'd have been 
under ſo mild and gentle a Government , 
makes but a very mean Figure abroad; and 
were any King at the Head of her Councils 
as well as Forces, but KingWillam, hardly any 
Nation would trouble theirHeads ro confede- 
rate with her. 

But all the World does not yet {ce our weak 
Side,and the Reputation of the King makes us 
more formidable a great deal than wereally are. 

But we are to at according to the Know- 
ledge we have of what ourCircumſtances real- 
ly are not what other Nations may believe 
them, leſt we let them know our Weakneſs at 
the Price of our Deſtruction, 


However Ill for the preſent ſuppoſe what 
C all 
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all good Men wiſh: That wewere in the fame. 
ood Poſture. as the War left us, united in 
ouncil, and ready for 'Aftion, and ' wilting 
to preſerve the Character 'we had ' then in 
the World. 4 

And Frift, Suppoting the King of France 
adheres to the Partition of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy. | | | 

If ſo, without Queſtion England onglrt to 
put her ſelf into fach a poſinre as to be able, 
in Conjunfton with the Dutch, to force the 
Emperor and Princes of Italy to comply with 
the Conditions. S 

At the ſame time ſo to maintain the: Bal- 
lance in the Partition, as to oblige the King 
of France to accept of, and reſt contented with 
the Particulars ftipulared in their reſpe&ive 
Leagues, without farther Encroachment, 
and to make themielves Truſtees for the reſt, 
in Behalf of the Heir. 

It is already ſtarted as a Query, what if the 
King of France does accept of the Partitron, 
and the Emperor ſhowd contmuetoſtandout, 
the King of France 1s then at Liberty to take 
the whole 1t he can ger it. 

No ſuch Matter, 1 do not pretend to have 
been privy tothe Debates, or of the Council, 
in the centriving this League, nor to be ac- 
quainted with what Proviſion 15 made, in 
caſe 
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caſe the Emperor: retuſts. #0 come an, but in 
oxder to give @ Judgment. as. near as can: be 
dope; without: as we call; it. . 1 ſhall 
briefly fate the Reaſons, which in my. Opi-- 
nion ſhould: move the, Engliſh and. Dutch to 
form this -League:: And the great Reaſon, 
which, as-I conceive, gave Birth to the firſt 
Proj of this League, ſetting alide , prayate 
Reaſons of State, was the Baninta4nung the 
Ballance of Power in Europe, 

This, has been. the Foundation .of all the 
Wars in our Age againſt the-Frengh, and in 
the laſt Ages againſt the Spaniard and Fg 
RENE: 

wt Ballance of Paes inthe Life- '6f Pace, I 
quell; on. whether: 14 be in the Hunaane Na- 
ture to ſet Bounds to its own, Ambition , and 
whether the bel} Man on Earth wou'd not be 
King oyer all the reſt if he-could. ,Every 
King in the World would be the Univerſal 
Monarch if he might, and nothing reſtrains 
but the Power of Neighbours ; and if one 
Neighbour is not ſtrong enough for another, 
he gets another Neighbour to join with him, 
and all the little ones will join to keep the 
oe one from ſupprefling them, Hence comes 

gues and Contederacies ; ; thus the German 
Ig call'd in the Afliſtance of Guſtawus 
—_ to match the Power of the- Emperor . 
C 2 Ferdinand 
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| Ferdmand the 2. and founded the famousLeague 
| call'd theConcluſions of Leipfick, which brought 
the Imperial Power to the due Ballance which 
it now ſtands at onthe Foot of the Treaty of 
ve ; fo the French and the Engliſh 
afliſted the Datch to bring the Spaniſh Power 
to a Ballance n the time of Philip the II. when 
the Spaniſh Greatneſs began to be terrible to 
Europe, which Ballance was eſtabliſhed in the 
Peace of A:z la Chappel. 

So the Power of France . was brought to a 
Ballance, but not ſo equal as it might have 
been, had King Charles Il. ſtood to his own 
Propoſals at the Treaty of Nimeguen, the De- 
fefts of which Peace were in a great Meaſure 
the Occaſion ofthis late War, which has been 
the longeſt, moſt chargeable, and moft bloody 
that ever the French Nation has been en- 
| gaged in ſince the Days of Francis thel. their 
[| own civil Wars excepted. 

1 This War has brought the power of France 
to a Ballance, ſhe had fortified her Frontiers 
with a continued Rampart, a Line of {ſtrong 
Cities from Hunninghen on the Confines of the 
| Swiſs, down the Rhine, the Meoſell, and the. 
| Maes, tothe very Sea-ſide, the greateſt where- 


of ſhe has been oblig'd to part with, to enable 
her Enemies tobe their own Guarantees ; by 
which in ſon places ſhe is left 1o naked, —_ 
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ſhe is/fain-to build new Cities, or fortifie old. 
. ones to ſupply the Vacancy, as at Briſack, and 
in other ſhe lyes wholly open as at Pignere/l ; 
ſhe has ſtoop'd to ſuch a peace, as has madeher 
far leſs formidable than before. 

Now the precarious Life of the King of 
Spain gave the King of England juit Umbrage, 
that this Ballance in which our Safety ſo 
much conſiſts, ſhould receive a Shock, to the 
prejudice of the Proteſtant Intereſt, by the 
Addition of the Spaniſh Dominion to that of 
France. 

And here I place the Original of the Pro- 
ject, as a probable Conjecture, at leaſt drawn 
from the Nature of things according to rati-- 
onal Conchlufions from probable premiſes, 
when better Grounds are made publick, I ſhall 
own.my felt miſtaken. 

When the pretenders to the Spaniſh Succeſ- 
ſion are conſidered, they are found to be the 
Emperor and the King of France, the. Prince: 
of Bavaria being dead before. 

To let the Emperor poſleſs: the: Spaniſtr. 
Dominions, would be the overthrowing the- 
Ballance made, at the Weſtphalia Treaty, by: 
which theHouſe of Auſtria already ſtrengthen--. 
ed by the Conqueſt of Hungaria, and the peace: 
with the Turks would be towypotent for the 
princes of Germany, nor wou'd the French like 
welt. 
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well that the Emperor the Eternal Compe- 
titor of France. upon the Rhine ſhaw'd be 
ftrengther'd with tuchan addition, by which 
he wou'd ha' been Lord of almoſt half che 
World. 

Fo let the French poſſeſs the Spaniſh Do- 
minions, would overthrow the Ballance Pur- 
chas'd in this War with 10. muich Blood and 
Treaſure, -and render fruitleſs the Treaty of 
Reſwick. TI wou'd elpecially ha' been Fatal to 
the Engliſh and Datch, by the encreaſe of 
Wealth from the Maſs of Money returning 
Yearly from the Empires of Mezico, and Peru, 
which the French won'd be better Husbands 
of than the Spaniards ; by their encreaſe of 
Shipping which wou'dmake them too ſtrong 
for all the World at Sea, and by their ruin- 
ing the Spaniſh Trade which is the greateſt 
and .moſt profitable in Europe ;  *twould 
16 rnd ans unhinge all the Settlement of 
oar Merchants and FaCtories, and turn the 
whole Channel of Trade; for the ports of 
Spain being free to the French as Subjects, all 
our Negoce that way. wou'd be deſtroy'd, 
.then their Neighbourhood in Flanders, and in 
the Weſt-Indizs, would be intollerable and in- 
ſupportable. 

O 'twould fill aVolume to ſet down the In- 
conveniencies which England and Holland mult 

expect 


—— 


a er ET a yn - * 


[ 19 ] 
expett to feel, in Caſe the French were Ma- 
ſters of the Spaniſh Monarchy, the Streights- 
Mouth would be like the Sound, and all our 
Ships ſhould pay Toll at Gibralter, as they do 
at EJſeneur, your Fiſhing Irade from New-Eng- 
lanl, and Newfoundland wou'd perith, for the 
French from the Banks of Newfoundland ſhould 
go free, and you Pay 23 fer Cent. &c: © We 
mult ere& an Admiralty 1n the Weſt-Indres, 
or mantain a Fleet there, or oar Plantati- 
ons wou'd be always at his Mercy ; our Col- 
lonies of Virginia, and New-Enyland, wonld ea- - 
fily be deſtroy'd while the French would lye - 
on their backs quite thro* their Coun-- 
try from Canada to the City of Mexzco. 

Theſe are ſome of the leNſer Inconvenien- 
cies, which as 1 preſume, were the firſt Mo- 
tives to the Treaty. 

The Confederats therefore not being wil- 
ting the French ſhou'd have Spain, and the 
French being refolv'd the Emperor thould not 
have it, a Medium 1s propofed that ſince it 
was not convenient for £Errope, that either 
of them thould have 1t all, and both of them - 
had a Title to it, it ſhould therefore be drv1- 
ded between them in Manner and Form, as 
aforeſaid. 

This is the ſhort Hiſtory of this League, 
which really has more of Pollicy than Right 
in . 
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. init, for ſtrictly Conſidered, the Right of 


Succeſſion can devolve but upon onePerion,let 
that one be who it will, is not the preſent 
Buſineſs. But publick good, the Peace of 
Kingdoms, the General quiet of Europe, pre- 


vails to ſet aſide the Point of nice Juſtice, 


and determine in favour of the Publick Tran- 
quility. __ 

And I crave leave to make Two Obſerva- 
tions here: 

Firſt, Our 7acobites-Proteſtant- Brethren, whoſe 
Underſtandings are ſo blind, that they 
cannot 1ee the Intereſt of their Native Coun- 
try, have here fairly repreſented to them the 
Condition England had now been in, and £u- 
rope in General, if a Papiſt and Confederate 
with France had been on the Engliſh Throne ; 
if England had not hada King who cou'd 10 
far Influence the Ambition of the powerful 
Prince, as to prevent his ſeizing that Monar- 
chy of Spain, which none but England oou'd 
hinder him from. 

Secondly, QurNon-jurants who hold the right 
Lines of Princes ſuch Sacred things, may al- 
fo ſee that even among Hereditary Princes 
themſelves, the Rights of Succeſſion are of- 
tentimes infringed, and the private Intereſt 
of Princes and Families ſet aſide when the 


publick Intereſt of Nations, the Preſerva- 
tion 


[21], 
tion of. Peace, and the keeping a General Bal- 
lance of Power among Princes, : comes to be 
the Queſtion,and the Hiſtories of all Ages and 
Nations give Inſtances to Prove it as well as 
this. 

Having thus run thro” the Reaſons of this 
League of Partition, the Queſtion 1s anſwer- 
ed of courſe, that if the Emperor thou'd re- 
fuſe to come into the Partition. and pulh for 
the whole; then the King of France is not 
thereby at Liberty to poſlets the whole, if 
he can, for that wou'd overthro' all the Mea- 
ſures upon which the League of Par tition 1s 
buult. 

The Emperor is not ſo weak a Prince to 
refuſe the Kingdom of Spain with all its (yc*s 
in the Ocean, Flanders, and 4merica, but upon 
ſome Expectation to get more ; the Confede- 
rates therefore are to preſerve that part 
which is Deſign'd him tree, and then et- 
fectually to put it out of his power to obtain 
the reſt, and with all not to admit him into 
the part Reſerv'd for him;till he'agrees to ac- 
cept it on the Terms propoled ; if he ſhou'd 
abſolutely refuſe it, which 1s a ridiculous 
Suppoſition, there are other Heirs of that 
Line to have recourſe too, there's no doubt 
the Crown of Spain, need not go a begging for 
an Heir, 
| D It 
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Tt may be anſwered, if it be thus, it & 
the Emperor's beſt Courſe to lay' his Mzeza- 
ſares for the whole, and if he cannot carry it, 
he may accept of the Parrition at laſt. 

That's more than the Objector may beable 
prove how far the Confederates may think 


tit to- beſtow the' remainder, if the Emperor 


after a War ſhou'd berreduc'd' to accept-of it; 


is more'than any one can Anſwer, andmore-. 


than the Emperor will try, if he be' not 1n-- 
fatuated worte than ever aicertain King was; 


who if he had not might ha*been a- King ſtill. 

The Second Branch of the Anſwer is firp- 
poling the King of France ſhow'd ſo far forget 
himfelf as to quit the League of Partitton;and 
claim the Crown of Spain for his Grandfon 


ÞDuk d' Anjou, by Virtue of the Will-of the King: 


Defundct. 


It muſt certainly then be the Intereſt of 


England and ' Holland, firſt to: pat themſelves 
in tact a Poſture as may prevent the French 
King ſeizing of Sparr it'felf, and Flanders int 
Particular. 

And npon the Firſt Invaſion of the Terri- 
tories of Spain by the French King, to Declare 
War againſt him in the Name of: the whole 
Confederacy as an Infringer of the 'Grand 
Peace at Reſwick. | 

And then by appearing on the Frontiers 

un 
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taiſach a formidable-manneras-ſhall give him 
diverſion enough, -that he:not-be able:tocen- 
ter$pain with-any conſiderable :Forces. 

The Firſt-of theſe things 1s to he .doneim- 
mediately -by fitting -qut ;a.gootl-Eleet, which 
ſhould ſo Scour theMediteranean that theFrench 
woud not be able ;to do much on the ſide 
of. Catalonia, for:Experienceihastold-us.a'Fleet 
at Sea will make:their War in Catalonia: very 
unealie-torthem, and by landinga:tmall Force 


af about:Eight:or Ten Thauſfand:Men-at;Fon- 


\terabia, 'ovhich ; ſhould be ſufficient to Defend 


:that fide of ithe: Country fromthe Invaſion 


of: the:French. | 

But this Pamphlet:is not wrote to direft 
Methods, ibut to Argue the general-Point. 

The:Concluſion of | the. Argument muſt 

cometto:that-fort-of:Peaple, who have appear- 
ed Champions for:our Engliſh 'Liberty, as:to 
Damn all Kind ofiforce,as uſcleſs;burthenfom 
to:the'Kingdom andBadges of flavery, and all 
Arguments tobe only.pretences for ſupport- 
mg Arbitrary Deligns. 

If 'the French ſhou'd: attack Spain, 'T.am far 
from ſaying-I am glad they will be convincd ; 
but.I-muſt ſay 'T am forry the: people of :Eng- 


land have been deluded by their ſpectous pre- 


tences. 
For if the French carry the Spaniſh Mo- 
2 narchy 
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.narchy for want of our being in a Condition 
-'to prevent it; Iam bold to tell thoſe Gentle- 
men God Almighty muſt be put to the trou- 
'ble of working -another Miracle to ſave us, 
'orweare reduc to a very dangerous Condi- 
tion. 

But ſay they, we have a great Fleet, and 
in thatweare ſafe; it 1s true, Gentlemen, 1o 
we are from Invaſion, I believe we need not 
: fear all the World, but what is England with- 
oat its Trade, without its Plagtation Trade, 
.Turky Trade, and Spaniſh Trade, and where 
w1ll that be when a FrenchGarriſon 1s planted 
at Cadiz, and the French Fleet brings home 
ithe Plate from Havana. 

Whar will the Virginia Collony be worth 
when the French come to be ſtrong in the 
Lakes of , and have a free Commerce 
from Queb:ck to Mexico behind ye, what will 
our NorthernT rade be worth in a War, when 
the the ports of Oft-nd and Neuport are as full of 
- Pirates as Dunkirk and St. Male. 

A wiſe Man cannot patiently reflect upon 
the formidable power of France, with the Ad- 
dition of the Spaniſh Dominion, and ſhould 
| he at laſt annex it to the Crown of France, who 
can conſider without Horrour that -all the 
ports from Sluce in Flanders, to the Faro M-/ji- 


nain Sicily, ſhould be in the Hands of the 
French 
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rrench, which 1s a Coaſt of near 3000 Miles, 
Portugal, Genoua and Leghgrn excepted ; and 
how long they will hold out, 1s caſe to ima- 

ine. 

, I know God can prevent Humane Contri- 
vances, and I belive he has plac'd King Willi- 
am on the Engliſh Throne, on purpofe to 
diſappoint this Invincible Monarch in theſe 
vaſt Deſigns, but no Thanks to our Gen- 
tlemen that have ſo weakned both his 
Hands and his Intereſt at home, as to make 
him leſs able to perform for us what is our 
own Advantange than His Majeſty wou'd be, 
and than the Cale requir'd. 

As to Ways and Means I meddle not with 
them,l] leave them to the wiſeHeads of the Na- 
tion, but with Submiſſion to their Judgment, 
this I am poſitive in,let our Meaſures be what 
they wlll , if wedo not keep the Enemy, the 
French, 1 mean out of Spain, we are undone. 

In all the Hiſtories of Times and Wars, I 
never read of a General who would not chuſe 
to be Maſter of the Field, and able to fight his 
Enemy, rather taan to be coopd up, and 
boand to defend the Walls of a Town. 

If the French get the Spaniſh Crown, we 
are beaten out of the Field as to Irade, and 
are beſieged in our own Ifland, and never let- 
u3 flatter our 1elves with our Safety conſiſting; 
fo , 
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Foimauch in -our:Eleet.; for this. I-preſume:to 
lay down -asa fugidamental Axiom, at-leaft 
as 'the Wars go of late, 'tis not -the longeſt 
Sword, but the longeſt Purſe that conquers. 
If:the French get Spam, they get the greateſt 
Trade-in theWorld:in- their Hands ; they that 
have the :moſt Lrade, will have the moſt 
Money, and :they -that :have the :moſt Mo- 
ney, will have the moſt Ships, the beſt xleet, 
and the:beſt Armies ; and if once the French 
maſter-us at Sea, where are we then? And 
though I would-not leflen our Fleet, which 
I believe is now the beſt:in theWorld, yet he 
that looks back to :the French Fleet before 
their Misfortune, will .tell you that all.our 
Engliſh was:not able ito :look them in the 
Face tf we had-no Dutch on our ſide, and hard- 
ly with the Dutch and us together. 


I am Anſwer'd by ſome, that if the French ſhou'd have 
Spain, we ſhall Trade thither ſtill, they cannot do without 
ovr Manufactures. 

To this, I Anſwer, time was France could not Trade with- 
out our+ Manufactures. Now they are fallen into them to 
ſuch a Degree, that they only want Wooll, and they have 
Hands enough to ſupply all the World with Manufactu-es, 
and they are ſo {upplied with that from one Place or ano- 
ther, that they ' Buy none of our Goods now, or but-a tri- 
fle; and if the Ports of Spair come to be filled with French, 
they will fill every Place with their Goods, as well as Peo- 


ple. 
Beſides, 
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Befides, the Laws of Trade when Maſters of the Ports 
will-bring all Nations to Trade nnder-foot with them, and 
with gaeat diſadvantages and hardſhips which- will inthe 
end ruin all that Trade that'does-not run thro' then” awn 
Hands. | | 

The Preſent King of France, lik* a wiſe Governor, puts 
his Pcople upon all manner of Improvements ; tho' the 
Spaniards are a flothful Nation, it the French Diligence 
comes once to thrive in Spain, he knows little of Spaiz that 
does not know they are «apable of Improvements, leveral 
ways to the diſadvantage of the Engliſh Trade. 

ll give but one Inſtance, Spaiz is a very hot Country, 
and yer ſuch is the Conſtancy of the Spaniard to- the Old ri- 
diculous Cuſtom, that they wear their Cloaks of courle black - 
Engliſh Bays, ſhould the French King when he is Maſter of - 
Spain, forbid the Spaniards the wearing of Bays,” and intro- 
dice ſome- antick- Freach- Druget, or- other- thin-Staff; fach 
as they nnake in Normandy, it wou'd at once deſtroy our 
Trade of Bays, which is the nobleſt Manufatture in many 
re:pcas that we have in England, and ſend Forty Thonſand | 
Pcople who depend on that Trade to beg their Bread, or ſeck 
other Work, which other Work muſt of Conſequence leſſen 
the Employment of other Poor Families which 1t maintain- 
cd before. 

I coud give many Inſtances of the like Nature, as for 
on: more (ould they Prohibit the Exportation of Spaniſh 
Wool! and ManufaCture it among themſelves, or into France; 
let che Weſt-Country Clothiers ſpeak for themſelves, and ſay 
what ſtrange work it wou'd make among; them, or our Haw- 
brongh Merchants give an Account what their Trade wou'd 
cone to, where they are outdone already in courfe Cloth 
and wou'd ha' no fine over to ſend to Market. 

I know not but I may preſent the World with a ſhort Ac- 
count by it ſelf, of all the Senſible Lofles our Trade will 
come under, if the Kingdom of Spaiz ſhould fall inro-the 


Hands 
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Hands of the French, tho'. methinks it ſhould be needleſs 
to run thro' it, the meaneſt Underſtanding being capable 
to know that the greateſt Part of the Wealth of this Nation 
has been and js ſtill rais'd by the Gainiul Trade we have 
with the Spariard-s. 


